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N the Wild of Kent, nor t far from Rumny= 
Marſh, , there dwelt a Merry Tonecired 
Tobler, commonts called Robin the Devil, 
which afterwards came to be calted, The 
Witch of the Woodlands. Abts Tobler al⸗ 
— had a ſpecial care ts pleate his Cuſto⸗ 
mecs, but chietl he wouly be luce, that ik 
any pretty wench brought him a jobb to do, ye 
would go thiough⸗ſtiteh with her wozk ürſt of 
all; he would be nierrp in company, and ling 
in bis Shop like a Mightingale; He could tut c 
Taper with ſack-Pudding, and was not auch 
inkeridur to titty Lawre nce, which got eighterc 
Wrenches with:c<hild all-in one year, £92 it was 
well known, that he gor thiee Menches wofth⸗ 
5 ild in one night; vil as the Pꝛoverb goes, 
Tis Fücher that goes often tothe Water, 
at laſt comes broken lome; and ſytet Meat: 
requires ſore Savwce: Sy it "fared wit 
Robin the Cobler-, koz one of his Wenche 
e A 2 being. 
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being ſudd'nly bꝛoͤught to Bed with a Male: 

Child, the Mother of the Damſel ſerv'd Robin 

the Cobler with a Warrant, and made him to 
Marry her Daughter out of hand, then was the 
pooꝛ Cobler kallen into a peck of troubles, and 
knew not how to behave himſelf ; fo2 though 
he had been Facto2 of Mars, yet hc never was 
made a Vulcan bekoze that time: And now 
mult he pꝛobide fo2 Clouts and Whittels, Fire 
and Candle; Sope and Starch, white bzead and 
Milk, a Nurſe and Cradle, with many other 
matters, which belong ts Married Men to look 
after : but ag it is in the old P2overb, That one 
ill chance follows another, [s it was with bim, 
fo2 the other two Damſels which he had kozmer⸗ 
lx made ule of, now began to make uſe of him, 
and bzought him two Thildzen moze to keep, 
which was done both in one day, which when 
Robin the Cobler did behold, he fell into ſuch a 
- quandary, that the people that beheld him, ſaid, 


1 


That he lookt ſo pittiful upon the matter, that 


they thought in their minds that he would ne- 
ver be good again. ; | 
Then began Robin with dolekul wozds, and 
with wzinging hands, to bewail his kozmer fol: 
lies, ſaying, O filly Rogue that J am, was it 
not enough fo2 me to Sing, Dance, and dzink 
Ale, breik Cakes, talk and be Merry amongſt 
| Walds, 


* o * q - 
k . 


— 


1 


- np wenches with⸗ child; 22 elſe J wa ild come ho- 


THO 
Maids,but that J muſt like a Town:Bull,over- 
run all that ſtand in my way, and lo in the end 
be Pounded koꝛ my bzeaking looſe: now Jam 
in a wozle caſe then Porrage-John, Marriot the 
Lawper, oz the Cow-keeper of the Pinder of 
Wakefield : J would that my Father had never 
begot me, then ſhould J never have gotten ſo ma: 


Here Robi for his former Letchery, 
Doth ſuffer in his Members grievouſly, 
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neſt Sow⸗gelder had done his Dftice ſon me, to 
A 3 beeg 
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Keep me e honelt, then had J eſcapd the miſery 
now Jam ſure tv endure: Now whilf Robin 
the Cobler was making his ſozrovfal lamen⸗ 
tation, a friend ok his whiſpered him in the car, 
and gave him counſel ro be gonc from them 
all, ſaying, That one pair of Heels is worth 
two pair of Hands: hoc cotinicl Robin tak, 
as you ſhall hear in the following Chapter. 


CHAP. Hl. 


Rs * Cobler having hearkned ta his 
friends advice; made no moe to do of 
the matter; but truſt up his Tools to be gone, 
reſolving to come up 7 Ehddon. and there to 
wo2k Journep-wozz till aich time that his 
Childzen were cocſie td be Men, and able to 
Wozk koz theinkelbes: kut as he palled along 
the Country , which is called the Mild of 
Kent, he loft his way in the Woed'ands : 
when Night was almoſt come _ him, and 
"find ns Path to gude him, he Ggndzed up 
and do don till it was alimeſt ten of cha Clock, in 
a pitriful cold, frocty, dark winters night: but 
at the laſt he heard a Cock Crow, whereby 
he anderffood that there was konte dwelling 
Houſe ncar at hand, and ſo being 8 


Tomloꝛted id hear the Exowing oe the Cork , 
| 5 


| 
| 
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made his appꝛoach to the Houſe, and knocking 
at dooz, there came koꝛth an Old Woman with 
a diſh⸗clout bound about her head, and a Staff in 
her hand, and demanded ol Robin to know whar 
he knockt foz. O Mother (qd. he) J am a poo 
diſtreſſed Traveller which has lof his way, and 
willing would J be to give Sir:pence fox a Bed 
this night to lay my weary bones on: Marry; 
(qv, ſhe) all the Beds J have are not woꝛth ſix⸗ 
pence, fo2 J have no moze than what J lye on 
my lelt, but if thou wilt take pains to do ag 
do, thou and J will lye together koz once, wher 
we will hugg one another as the*Devil huggeb 
the Witch: Robin beholding, and taking norick 
of her perſon all the body over, ſaw that ſhe was 
long⸗nos'd, blear⸗ey'd; crooked-neckr-, zv. 
mouth'd, Trump: choulder'd, Bertle⸗ bꝛowed, 
thin: -bellied, bow⸗legg'd, and ſplay- footed : He 
began to frame an extule, laying , Good Mo⸗ 
ther, J pzay you to tonũder this, That Jam 
a Batchelo2 , and never came in Bed to any 
Woman fince J was bozn of my Mother: 
Wilr thou Swear that, that which thou 
ſpeakeft is true? 'J will (quoth Robin:) wherss 
upon he heard a Uoice, as il it tame out of ths 
top of a Chimney, crying thee ſeveral times, 
Robin the Cobler is mine, Robin the Cob- 
ler is mine, Robin the Cobler is mine: 


4 4 Tuhele 


| (8) iy, 
„ - Theſe-wodds when he heard, he thought that 
dame che⸗Devil was come to keteh him away a⸗ 
- ”\\ive, and pꝛelently he kel into ſuch a trembling 
condition, that his hands ſhook, his pulſes beat, 
his heart panted, his head aked, his noſe dꝛopt, 
his belly tumbled, and a ccrtain parcel of melt: 
ing tears dꝛopt out of the lower end of his bzee⸗ 
ches, and lo falling. down upon his knees to 
the old UWorhan, deſired her to ler him have a 
Lodging how ſhe would, oz where ſhe would: 
then the old woman tok him in, and with a rem⸗ 
- nant ok UWater which the had kept a long time 
in a Chamber⸗pot koz that purpoſe , ſhe waſht 
Him krom the Crown of the head to the Sole 
of the fot, and made him as white as if ſhe had 
waſht him in Puppy-dog Water, and ſo they 
went lovingly to Bed together: what followed 

"After ſhall be related in rhe enſuing diſcourſe, 

| e Mt. 

AF that Robin the Cobler had taken 
his firſt fleep, he awaked, and turning 
himſelf on the other five, he felt koz his bed-fel- 
I9w, but the was not there; and having gotten 
all the bed:toom to himſelf, he began to ponder 
te himſelf about the paſſages which had hap: 
-pened to him the night bekoze, and therewith: 
al he bethought himſelf how he might uſe a 
Means to get away bekoze the old Witch his 


(9) 

new: made Landlady tame batk again to him⸗ 
fo2 he ſuppoſed that ſhe had gone fo2th to fetch 
company to cut his Thzoat, but whilft he was 
thus thinking, in came the old woman with 
thꝛee of her Diſciples, with every one of them 
a light Tozch in her hand, crying out all at 
once, that they would be reveng d on Robin the 
Cobler fo2 all his Whoze-hunting Tricks: 
Theſe four Female Witches could Transfoun 
themſelves into any humane ſhape at their own 
pleaſure : lo the that Robin took to be his Mo⸗ 
ther⸗in⸗Law, bzought. in an ugly Bear at her 
heels, another bzought in a ravening Woolf, 
and the third bꝛought in a ſharp, long, bꝛoad 
bladed Knife ; pooz Robin although the wea⸗ 
ther was cold, and the Bed-Cloaths very thin, 
yet he was hot enough: Foz being in a ſtink⸗ 
ing fear, he covered Himlelf over head and 
ears, all ſave one hole that was in the Cover⸗ 
lid, which he now and then clolely peept out at, 
but durſt not ſtir fo2 his like: Put now 
begins the Game: The grand Witchwf the 
Company , otherwiſe called the Landlady af 
the houſe , put her hand under the Bed, and 
pulled out a Taber and Pipe, and plaid ſuch 
a fit, that it laſted till almoſt day: and all 
this while the other thzee Witches: Dan- 
ted the Frith-Yay with their Heels up- 

| | wards, 
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wards, mean time:po2 Robin lay a bed and be⸗ 
pit himſelf, till at laſt two guarts run thꝛough 
the Bed upon the Gzound; whether it were 
done koz ſoy oz kear, ile leave that to others, 
ſuch as himlelk, to conſider o; but when the 
Mulick was ended, the Bear began to roar, 
and the JWoolf began to howl koꝛ Food: Then 
ſaid the Old duiteh, J have in the Boule the 
bzaveſt Bzeakkaſt fo2 your two Familiars, 
that they have Feaftev an ever ſince they de⸗ 
voured the two damnable eWzo2rs which were 
bewitcht as they rode in a Coach towards a 
Bawdy⸗ houle in London; and now ſince that 
Witches have power of none but Swearers and 
Curſers, Thieves and Diſſemblers, Pimps, 
Bawds, and Panders, Uhozes and du hoze⸗ 
hunters, and luch like manner of people, let us 
make the beſt ule ol our time that we may, and 
now you ſhall ſee wat a gallant p2ize J have 
lighted upon by chance: There was a Merry 
diſpoſed Tobler, which dwelt not far from 
the Town of Rumny, who was every day 
uled to Diink, Swagger, Swear and domineer, 
and he would lay, that he cared not a Turd 
fo2 all the Witches in the TMozld, and that 
he had a trick to defend himſelf from the 
power of Witches, which was by UWWalhing 
bis Hands-, and ſaving his Papers 3 every 
mozning; 


C14) 
mmnſug; but although he ſerved God in the 
mozning , he ſerved the Devil e re night: fo? 
there was hardly one day in a Week, but he 
would go a Whoting , any he would intice ho- 
neſt Wenches to ſin by his diſlembling ſpecches 
and his falſe kozlwearing himlelk, making 


them believe, that ik he got them with child, he 


would Parry with them; amongſt the reſt, he 
got thꝛee Widdows Daughters with-child.all in 
one night, making every one believe that he 
would Marry them the mozrow after , which 
he never did intend; bur at laſt Goodwity 
Webb the Widdow , fo2c'd him to Marry 
her Daughter „which being done, the o⸗ 
ther two WMenches which he had got with⸗ 
child, Sing delivered, brought him their two 
Thildzen to keep, and as he got them all 
thzee with⸗Child in one night, ſo they did 
ming him thzec Childzen to-keep in one day: 
theſe things he thought that Witches had 
not known, but my Inips {pend- not their 
time in vain, fo2 J every ntght ſend fozth 
my familiar Imp, Madge of Wakefield, in 
the likeneſs of a black-Cat, which told ng 
of cvery thing that Robin the Cobler did: 
{ut the Archeſt piece of Rogiery that ever 
he did, was done to a Wiiddow Woman in 


the Jac of T _— Lo2 he pꝛomiled her Mar: 
riage, 


(12) 


riage, and made her ſell her Widdows Eſkate, 


fo2 241. and told her, that if ſhe would lend him 
the Money to buy him Leather, that he would 
be Married to her on Thurſday next, and wicht 
that if he did not do accozding to his pꝛomile, 
that he might be toꝛn in pieces with Molves & 
Bears; but he never came back to the diddov 
again: and laſt of all, he run away from his 
wife and thee childꝛen, and now he lies under 
that Cover lid: When the other thꝛee Uitches 
had heard this diſcovery, they all leapt fo? joy, & 
the thꝛee Familiar Spirits which went in the 
ſhape of a Woolf, a Bear, and a black Cat, were 


ready to tear the Witches to pleces toz vicuals, 


they were lo hungry: then ſaid one of them to 
the reft , ſeeing he wich d he might be devoured 
by Woolves and Bears, he ſhall have his with, 
and he ſhall be'p)eſently cut in Quarters, 
and the Woolf ſhall have his Heart, Livers, 
and Lungs fo2 his Bzeakfaſt ; the Bear ſhall 
Have his Paunch and Bowels , and the Cat 
thall habe his Pꝛivy Members to gnaw upon: 
Nay, quoth the old UWitch, it ſhan't be fo, fo} 
he ſhall not have ſo pleaſant a Death, but we 
will have a little moze , Spozt with him be⸗ 
koze he dies. That very wozd pꝛotured ſome 
comfozt to Robin's languiſhing Spirts, foz 
he had rather chule to lead a ſozrowful — 
than 
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than to dye a ſudden death: And now to be 
hieł in the matter, they pull'd the Bed-cloaths 
from off him, and made him ſtand up ſtark⸗na⸗ 
ked as ever he was bozn befoze them; the 
Woolf bit him by the Thꝛoat, the Bear bit 
him by the Bum, the Cat bit him by the Mem⸗ 
bers, and edery one d2ew blood of him; but 
did him no grear harm ot that time: Now 
(ſaid the old Witch) we have markt you fo 
| Here Robin the Cobler like a Fox doth run 
| Before the Dogs, whoſe rage he cannot ſhun, 
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our own, and therewithal the palſf Sentence up* 
on him, that he ſhould have thꝛee days puniſh} 
ment fo? his fozmer offences, and afterwards 
he was to be eaten up alive; the firſt ob the thee 
days 


(14) 


days he was to be transfo2med into rhe wave 


of a Fox, and to be chaled with Dogs from 
moꝛzning till night. 
The kerond vay he Bo to be a riding Nag, 
and 1 1 rey che ge ich whether the pleaſed. 

1 4s Was to be an Owl, and ſo 
Ave * 515 Ee another all the day long, 
ſo having agreed upon the matter, lo ſoon as 
the dap appeared, Robin the Cobler was to be 
a Fox zend ſo gut ot bi92s. they ſent him running, 
and having trangkozmed themſelves into the 


ſhapes of Dogs, followed cloſe at his heels, ann 


every time they overtook him, they bir him by 
the Buttocks, and nipt him devilithiy, fo: they 
had no merty in their teeth. 

The nert day they transfozmed him into the 
ſhape of a Hozle, and lo the UWitches got upon 
his back, thꝛee ofShem at a time, and rid him 


ober bills and Mountains, though: Rivers and 


Ponds, though all ſozts of (Waters thick and 
thin, and wozſ of all, they rid hin thꝛough lo 


niany Enſkes, Blambigs, and Bzpars, till they 
toꝛe the very skin from the llech of him, lo that 
the Whoze-maffers blood of his run from Him in 


many plates, and pet were not his ſozrows' at 

an cid, no; no man'knows when they will. 
The third dap they made an Owl ok him, 
Sho flying up and down from Tree to Tree, at 
Noon: 


__— 


Noon: time of the day, trying, Whu, whu, whu, 


5 eathers, bzoke his Wings, and pickt out one 
ok bis eyes, this being done, th grand T2itch 
conſuiting with the rett of the Witches. ſay: 


Ing, that Robin 'the Tobler had done enough 


of 


. 


— 


3 1 
ok any conſcience fo2 his Wenching tricks, and | 
ſo turned him ints the ſhape of a Swan. | 
And laſt of all, they withdꝛew their Jnchan: | 
ting Spells, and ſo Robin the pittiful Cobler 
became a Man again; but befoze he departed, 
they made him kneel down, and kiſs every one 
ok their fleſhy parts, and therewith they part- | 
: CHAP. TV. 


How Robin the Cobler having got looſe from 
the Witches, became a new Man, and of 
many Notable Exploits which he did, yo 
ſhall preſently hear. | 


w when Robin the Cobler had bzoken 
L V the Spells of Witchcraft, his eye-ſight,his 
hearing, his ſpech, ſenſes, and his knowledge, 
was all reffoy'd unto him again, but yet he lokt 
of a pittiful complerion; juſt as a Man way ſay, 
like one of Pharaoh's Lean Kine; his viſage 
was pale and gaſtly, his eyes ſeemed as if they 
were ſunk into his head, his noſe was like | 
the noſe of a ſcolding Ale⸗wike, long and ſharp, 
and his tongue did gaggle as if it had ben made 
ok the Devils Bollock-Leather,his belly and his 
back was clung together, that he was ſcarce 
able to ſhit oz bones. 

No2 had he any kind of habit to put on that 


Was 
. „ 


(1 7 
was wo2th the thꝛowing to the Wünghil, << 
an old lowſie Smock, and a pair of Slip⸗ſhweg, 
which one of the Witches had given him out of 
her meer pittiful Charity; but pet he knew 
himſelf to be in a far moze happier taking then 
he was bekoze, when he was ridden with thiee 
the-Devils at one time. 
Then began Robin to ruminate, and to think 
what courſe he had beſt to take, and which way 
was beſt fo2 him to ſteer his Helm, and at ay 
he reſolved to take his journey once mo2e fo2 
the famous City gf London, and to try if fo1- 
tune would jaffo2d him any better luck than he 
had befoze ; but he vowed that he would keep a⸗ 
long the Road , and never go though the 
Woodlands any moꝛe, fo? fear leſt the Witrhes 
ſhould meet with him again. Now as he paſ= 
ſed along on the way, in every Town and Uil- 
lage where he came, the Boys and the Childꝛen 
would run away from him, thinking that he had 
been mad, Anlomuch that there was not one idle 
Boy oz Girl to be ſeen in the Streets; but here 
tomes on the very bittercſt of all, PO Robin 
the Cobler having gone along on his journey 
fo? the ſpace of almoſt two wokul Days and 
Nights, without meat oz dzink, oꝛ money to buß - 
he began ta bewail his lozrowkul life in this 
mourntul manner: => pittikul Tobler that J 
aum, 


(18) 
am, fo2 now Jam in a wozſe caſe then ever 
J was bekoze. When J was a Þozſe, the Wit: 
ches did ride me, and put me to much pain, bur 
vet they gave me ſomewhat to fecd on at night, 
though it were but Bꝛan and Water, which J 
tan p2ove to be pꝛetty good fare fo2 Hozſes when 
they are very hungry, lo they may Have enough 

to fill their bellies withal. 
When J was a Fox, the Witchcs in the 
ſhapes ol Dogs ran akter me, and hurried me 
up and down, and at cvery ſtop and turn bit me 


by the Buttocks: but now am J hunger⸗bitten, 


which is ten thouſand times wozſe, When J 
was an Dwl, J was moſt ſhamekully abuſed, 
and wondꝛed at by other Birds; but now am J 
made a wondzing⸗ ſtock to all the folks that ſees 
me; inſomuch that no man, woman, oz child, 
will not dare to tome near me, long of the po- 
verty of my fleſh, and diſguiſe of Habit. Oh! 
what a pittikul wWꝛetched caſe am J in now ! an 
Apr, an Dwl, a Fox, a Gooſe, a Hoyſe, an Or, 
oꝛ an Als, is in a far berter taking then J am 
tn, © that J could with Diogine;'s Mare, fœd 
upon Thiſtles, oz like a Camelion, live the 
Ay Now whitlt he was thus complaining, 
by chance came along a blind Beggar-Man, 
which had a whole Mallet full of Fragment of 
me and Meat, a and Mamocks of Bzead and 
cheeſe, 
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Cheeſe, which he had gotten a his- good 
Benefatto2s. When Robin theCobler had ſixt 
his ye upon the blind man's Wallet of Uictu- 
als, the very heart in his Belly leapt koz joy, 
hoping that then he ould fill his belly once a- 
gain ; and thereupon taking courage upon him, 

he made his addꝛels, and ſpake to the blind Beg⸗ 
gar- inan by way of Complement, knowing that 
the blind man could not lee what manner of 


perton he was, and lo taking hold of him by the 


ſhoulder, began to erpꝛels his mind in this 
manner; Mell over⸗taken Father, how kar 


walk you this: way ? marry, gusth the Beg⸗ 


gar, but to the next Uillage, and fo2 want of 
a Guide to lead me, J am in fear that J ſhall 
tome too late tomy Lodging: Why, quoth the 
Cobler, rather then you thould do amifs, J will 
rake the pains to lead you my ſelf; fo2 J love 


Old with all mp heart. 


CH AP. V. 


Here tolloweth 2 Diſcourſe of the Happy 


Fortune that happened to Robin the Cobler 
after all his Miferies. 2 wy 


A? Robin the C obler was leading the blind 
Beggar along the way, the Blind Man 


found him to be er cecdjng diligent , and there: 
withal 


2 


48 
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(20) 
withal defired ok Robin to know who he wag 
that would undervalue himſelf to rake pains | 

to lead him: Then, quoth Robin, Jam a Gen⸗ 
tleman bozn and bzed, and ſo you would ſay | 
if you could but ſee me; but as it comes to paſg | 
J have never a penny to help my felf, koz J 
have been a valiant Cavalier fo2 rhe King, but 
by the foztune of the Wars, Jam utterly un: 
done fo2 ever, unleſs ſome ſpeedy help come vy 
Heavenly Pꝛovidence. JJ tell you Father, wy - - 
Land not long fince was Sequettered,my Gods 

y money taken krom me, and my Body 
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tarried to Pziſon, where J have. lain hee 


years, thꝛee months, tha weeks and thee days, 
and at the laſt by happy chance; J got out of 
P1iſon : hut now Jam out, J know not how 
to live, no2 how to get one bit of Bead to re- 
licve my hungry Stomach, ko J have been fa: 
ſting two days and nights, and never a bit ok 
Uiguals came within my body: Alas fo2 pou, 


good Sir, laid the Beggar, J much lament vour 


tale, but ik vou will be vicaſed to accept of 
ſuth pooz fare as J have in my Wallet, vou 
thall be heartily welcome to it, and the next 
Aſc-houſe that we come to, J wilt give you Li- 
quoz of the beſt tro ſwallow it down: whereup⸗ 
on the Mallet was laid down; and the Uieuals 
fozced out upon the green Bank. J think there 
was no need to bid Robin to cat. But when 
he had filled his belly, away they went toge⸗ 


ther chearkully ta the place appointed, where 


they lay lovingly together that night, and the 
next day the Beggar bzought him home unto 
bis own houſe-;- where was plenty of gydd 
Cloaths, both ok Moolen and Linnen, with 
v hich the Beggar ſuited Robin, and alſo di⸗ 
reftcd him toa Coffer where was two hundzed 
and fifty pounds ol ready Money; All this, 
guoth the Beggar, ſhall be yorr own when. J 
dye, it you will ſtay with me all my life tim⸗ 
Bs 0 | herr 


? (22) 

UWhereupon the Cobler replyed with a very 
good will Sir; which bargain being made, 
Robin and his old "ITT would every day 
walk about to good Mens Youſes, to ſee what 
Uiguals they could get, till at the laZ, Robin 
became as cunning. at the Trade as his Ma⸗ 
ſter, and was acquainted with moſt of the Ma⸗ 
fer-beggars that lived in the County of Kent. 

But toconclude, In p2oeecs of time, the 
blind Beggar dped, and then all his wealth fell 
to Robin, who. afterwards went home to his 
fozmer Habiration, and took o2der fo2 the bꝛed⸗ 
ing ok his the Childzen that he got in one 
| Night, and gave the two UUenches ten pounds 
a piece koz the injury that he had kozmerly 
done them, and thꝛew the reſt ol the Money in⸗ 
to his UUives Lap. And lo endeth the Sto2y 
ol Robin the Cobler. 
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